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LaVern was a leader in rebuilding the economic vitality of  
Nappanee. He founded and served as president of the  
Nappanee Development Corporation, brought Blue Bell 
Industries to town, developed the entire off street parking  
in the downtown, and created the east industrial park.                1914 – 2007  
LaVern was a retail innovator and promoter extraordinaire. As part of Nappanee's 
summer Sidewalk Days, LaVern created the Pletcher Village Art Festival that 
    moved to Amish Acres in 1971 where its will celebrate its 46th  
    year in 2008.  The Pletcher Furniture store was the first of the 
    popular "Early American" furniture shops in the area, becoming  
    the state's largest Ethan Allen dealer. The store remained a  
     Nappanee business 65 years. LaVern owned, developed, and  
               moved many of over seventy commercial buildings and residential
    houses. He was instrumental in bringing the St. Joseph Valley  
    Bank of Elkhart into Nappanee. He spoke often with pride about 
the eight former employees�who started their own businesses.  
 
“To do more for the world than the world does for you - that is success.”—                                     
        Henry Ford  
 

Nappanee Area  
Chamber of Commerce 

(574) 773-7812 
Nappaneechamber.com 

nappaneeecofc@kconline.com 
 

Dates to Remember ��� �  
Chamber Board Meeting 

Nov. 26 – Noon 
The Nappanee Center 

 
Redevelopment 

Commission Meeting 
Nov. 27 – 6:00 PM 

The Nappanee Center 
 

Beautification Meeting 
Nov. 29 – 10:00 AM 

Homespun Country Inn 
 

Miracle on Main & Market 
Streets 

Nov. 30 – 7:00 PM 
Christmas Parade thru town 

to Depot 
Caroling, Christmas Story, 
Candle Lighting Service 

 
City Council 

Dec. 3 – 7:00 PM 
City Hall 

 
Apple Core Meeting 

Dec. 4 – 6:00 PM 
The Nappanee Center 

 
Historic Preservation 

Dec. 6 – 10:30 am 
The Nappanee Center 

 
Chamber Retail Meeting 

Dec. 10 – 6:00 PM 
Scottish Bed & Breakfast 

 
SBDC Circuit Rider to 

Nappanee   
Dec. 13 – 8 AM–2: PM 
The Nappanee Center 

 
 
 
 

2007  
Calendar  
Of Events 

LaVern was 
one of those 
returning World 
War II veterans 
who redoubled 
their efforts to 
rebuild the vital 
economies 
within their 
hometowns  
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Dates to Remember ��� �  
Cont. 

 
City Council 

Dec. 17 – 7:00 PM 
City Hall 

 
Leadership Academy 

Dec. 19 – 8:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chamber of 
Commerce Board of 

Directors 
 

Dwayne Borkholder 
Borkholder Corporation 

Tom Bradway 
Curtis TV 

Dianne Debelak 
HomeSpun Country Inn 

Arden Graber 
Graber’s Carpet Studio 

Sonya Nash 
Elkhart County Convention & 

Visitors Bureau  
Shane Henry 

Fabwel Owens Corning  
John Leavitt 

Salem Insurance 
Gavin Miller 

Lake City Bank 
Gary Shuder 
Newmar Corp 
Criss Walter 

Holmes & Walter Attorneys 
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29 Days 
til 

Christma
s 

The The Governor’s Century and Half- 
Century awards honor Indiana  
Businesses that have remained in  
operation for 100 or 50 years or more  
and have also demonstrated a history  
of community service.  More than  
1000 companies have been  
recognized during the 17 year history  
of the award..  
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